Lectio Divina
Lectio Divina: The Mercy of God
A Contemplative Guide to 50 New Testament Passages
Read  •  Meditate  •  Pray  •  Contemplate  •  Live
1. Passage – Luke 6:36
Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
2. Passage – Matthew 9:13
'Go and learn what this means: I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.'** For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
3. Passage – Titus 3:5
He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
4. Passage – Hebrews 4:16
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
5. Passage – Luke 1:50
And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
6. Passage – Romans 9:16
So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
7. Passage – 1 Timothy 1:16
But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
8. Passage – Matthew 5:7
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
9. Passage – Luke 15:17-20
But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.' And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
10. Passage – Ephesians 2:4-5
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
11. Passage – James 5:11
Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
12. Passage – Luke 18:13
But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!**'
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
13. Passage – Romans 11:32
For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
14. Passage – 2 Corinthians 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
15. Passage – 1 Peter 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
16. Passage – Jude 1:22-23
And have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by sin.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
17. Passage – Matthew 23:23
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
18. Passage – Luke 10:37
He said, 'The one who showed him mercy.' And Jesus said to him, 'You go, and do likewise.**'
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
19. Passage – Romans 12:8
The one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
20. Passage – Micah 6:8 (referenced in Matthew 23:23)
He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
21. Passage – Hebrews 2:17
Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
22. Passage – Romans 15:9
And in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 'Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles and sing to your name.**'
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
23. Passage – Luke 18:38-39
And he cried out, 'Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!' And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, 'Son of David, have mercy on me!**'
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
24. Passage – 1 Peter 2:10
Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
25. Passage – Matthew 18:33-35
And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you? And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
26. Passage – Romans 9:18
So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
27. Passage – Luke 6:37
Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
28. Passage – Hebrews 8:12
For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
29. Passage – Matthew 9:36
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
30. Passage – Luke 7:47
Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
31. Passage – 2 Timothy 1:16-18
May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains, but when he arrived in Rome he searched for me earnestly and found me—may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that day!
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
32. Passage – James 2:13
For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
33. Passage – Psalm 103:8-9 (alluded to in NT teachings)
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
34. Passage – Matthew 18:21-22
Then Peter came up and said to him, 'Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?' Jesus said to him, 'I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.**'
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
35. Passage – Luke 17:13
And they lifted up their voices, saying, 'Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.**'
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
36. Passage – 1 Corinthians 7:25
Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
37. Passage – Hebrews 10:28-29
Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
38. Passage – Jude 1:21
Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
39. Passage – Luke 1:50
And His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
40. Passage – James 5:11
Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job, and seen the end intended by the Lord — that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
41. Passage – Nehemiah 9:17
But You are God, ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abundant in kindness, and did not forsake them.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
42. Passage – 1 Peter 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
43. Passage – Titus 3:5
Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
44. Passage – Luke 15:20
And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
45. Passage – Psalm 103:8–9
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy. He will not always strive with us, nor will He keep His anger forever.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
46. Passage – Matthew 9:13
But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice.' For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
47. Passage – Ephesians 2:4–5
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
48. Passage – Micah 7:18–19
Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in mercy. He will again have compassion on us, and will subdue our iniquities.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
49. Passage – Hebrews 4:16
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
50. Passage – Luke 6:36
Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.
Reflection – How the passage connects to your own life, thoughts, and experiences
Read – What word or phrase captures your attention?
Meditate – What does this passage reveal about God’s presence in your life?
Pray – Respond to God regarding His nearness, guidance, and care.
Contemplate – Rest quietly in God’s presence.
Live – How will you respond to God’s presence today?
